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Dear Parents, Students and Friends,

Calendar
June 3
End of Year Awards
Ceremony,
St. Stephen’s Church,
Millburn
June 21
President’s Cup 5k Race,
Millburn
June 26
Summer Session Begins
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With the end of the semester near, it
is important to make every day count! I
know with it being springtime, and all
the sports and other activities, you may
be tempted to take a day off and not do
your Priddy practice. We must,
however, avoid this temptation and be
strong.

Dr. Fangjie Liu and Mr. Michael Priddy,
Co-Directors

A cousin of mine, Tony, some 30 years ago, said something profound,
though it didn’t seem like it at the time. “To be successful,” he said,
“you must be willing to do what the unsuccessful are not willing to
do.” I am still drawn to these words, and have often thought about what
he meant. In the case of students, his words mean that you must be
willing to invest your time wisely in order to be successful.
When you consider the average time spent on video games, Youtube,
and texting, the extra 10 to 15 minutes for elementary students, or 15 to
20 minutes for middle or high school students to do Priddy is nothing
compared to the enormous benefit gained in the long-term. Discipline
and consistency are keys to your long term success.
Willing to go the extra mile . . . literally, is what makes our Priddy
students exceptional. This year we asked them to take pictures of
themselves on break with their Priddy. These must-see pics are on page
3. Don’t miss out!
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Lastly, congratulations to Priddy staff Brian Cao and Carly Susser.
This fall, Brian will be attending Robert Woods Johnson Medical School
and Carly, University of North Dallas for a Ph.D. in creative writing.
We thank them for sharing their many talents with our students.

Wonder
by Trevor Lee 4

As the semester nears its end, let’s make each day precious and every
moment count!
Sincerely yours,
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Mark Your Calendars! Priddy Annual Awards Ceremony
Please join us on Saturday, June 3rd from 2-4 pm as we recognize the hard work and incredible progress that
our students have made this year. We are so proud of them and we look forward to seeing you there! The
ceremony will be held at St. Stephen’s Church, 119 Main Street in Millburn.

Summer Registration Information
Despite the recent weather, we know that summer is sneaking up on us! It’s already time for Summer
Registration! Summer sessions will be offered Monday through Thursday from June 26th to August 3rd. Flex
scheduling is available for those who will not be in the area for the full six weeks for all programs.
Space is limited, so sign up today! If you have any questions about our programs, please email Mr. Priddy at
michael.priddy@priddylearning.com.

SAT Tip: Plan Ahead and Stick to Your Plan
The SAT can seem overwhelming, but the best remedy is to make a plan and prepare. This starts with setting a
date to take the test and registering on collegeboard.com. From there you can set a study schedule and give
yourself plenty of time to get extra help on topics that trouble you. We’re here to help!
SAT Test Date

Registration Deadline

June 3, 2017

May 9, 2017

August 26, 2017 (Just added this year!)

July 28, 2017

October 7, 2017

September 8, 2017

November 4, 2017

October 5, 2017

December 2, 2017

November 2, 2017

Everyone says it’s time to start applying for college. What do I do now?
What should I write my essay about? Do supplemental essays matter? How I can represent myself in an
essay? These questions go through the mind of every college-bound student. PLA offers College Application
and Essay Counseling for students who would benefit from guidance through the process.
Dr. James McBride has over twenty years experience teaching young people how to write. He works one-onone with students to make sure that he or she is submitting the best possible application.

Creative Writing and Summer Reading, Grades 4-8
Students will enjoy a workshop-style setting while they learn to develop the stories that are brewing in their
imaginations. Students will expand their writing abilities by reading the works of great authors, sharing,
positive group critique, and lessons focused on growing students’ foundation of knowledge in grammar,
spelling, and structure. For students with assigned summer reading, we will again be offering a special format
class with discussions and writing.
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Priddy Tours the Globe on Mid-Winter and Spring Break!

Beatrice Morgan, Mexico

Making every day count . . .
Even on vacation!
Vishal and Vikram Ganti, Japan

Avinash and Ajay Uppuluri, Jamaica

Kiara Christmas, Wyoming

Do you have a picture or video you would like to submit doing your Priddy? Please send to
info@priddylearning.com.
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Join the Priddy Running Team!
Millburn’s President’s Cup 5k Race is scheduled for Monday, June 21st, and we would love for you to join
the Priddy Learning Academy Team! All levels are welcome. We are also pleased to announce that PLA
will be sponsoring the Kids’ Fun Run for the 15th year! To join the team or for more details, please email
info@priddylearning.com.

Wonder by Trevor Lee
Trevor is in the 6th grade. In school, he was tasked with reading Wonder by
Raquel J. Palacio, a book about a boy with a facial disfiguration who
struggles to fit in. In Ms. Susser’s Creative Writing Class, Trevor wrote this
short story that captured the narrative voice and embodied the inner feelings
of the main character.
Prompt: “I know I wasn’t an ordinary ten-year old kid. I mean sure, I do
ordinary things. I eat ice cream. I ride my bike. I play ball. I have an Xbox. Stuff
like that makes me ordinary. I guess. And I feel ordinary. Inside. But I know
ordinary kids don’t make other ordinary kids run away screaming in
playgrounds. I know ordinary kids don’t get stared at where ever they go.” Excerpt from Wonder by Raquel J. Palacio

I try to look like I don’t really care, but on the inside, it makes me feel sad. If I feel sad, I
usually won’t show it. I won’t even tell anyone. People, like my family, are just nice to me
because they know it must be hard on me. For example, if my
sister, Via, wanted the last cookie or something like that, she
would give it to me. Or if I really wanted something, not for my
birthday, not for Christmas, just any day, my parents would try to
get it for me. It will make me feel happy.
One time, I was at the playground. There were some mean kids
that made fun of me because of my face. When we got home, I
went right up to my room and pulled the covers over my head and
cried for a long time. I remembered them saying: “Look! It’s an
alien!” “Yeah, an ugly alien!” “He’s the ugliest thing in the whole
world!” “Ha ha ha!” they all laughed. At that moment, I just
wanted to disappear. Disappear so that no one could see my face.
Via knocked on my door and told me to come down. When I got downstairs, I saw a dog. They
said that this was to make me feel better. Dad said that he remembered that I’ve always wanted
one, and so he went to the pet store and got one. We named her Daisy. She was small and had
brown fur. She had small brown eyes and was very active. One time, we went out for lunch, and
when we got back, we couldn’t find her. We saw that she was chasing a fox in our backyard! It
was so funny. She chased it back into the woods since our house is close to the woods. We still
have Daisy to this day.
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