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Dear Parents, Students, and Friends,
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We are now in the final stretch of the school
year with less than 8 days to go. Between
now and then, let’s exhaust our efforts and
finish strong, and make every day count!
On behalf of our staff, we thank you for your
support and for giving us the opportunity to
teach your children. We know that it is
Dr. Fangjie Liu and Mr. Michael
sometimes difficult to keep up the schedules
Priddy, Co-Directors
and the daily practice, but your efforts will be
worth it in the future. On June 3rd, we held our Annual Awards Ceremony in
honor of your dedication and your children's progress. See page 4 for the
pictures from the ceremony and visit PriddyAwards2017.shutterfly.com to
see even more! Feel free to share your own Priddy pictures and comment!
We are pleased to announce the hiring of Ms. Amanda Ressler as our new
Writing Teacher. Amanda is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts
at Amherst, with a B.A. in English, specializing in Creative Writing, with a
minor in Philosophy. We are are excited to have her on our team. Please
read her full biography on page 3.

When My Family and I
went to Dubai
by Femi Oshodi
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We wish the best to staff members, Ms. Carly Susser and Mr. Brian Cao.
Carly is moving to Texas to pursue her Ph.D. in Creative Writing, and Brian,
will be starting medical school at Robert Wood Johnson Medical School.

Congrats, Ms. Susser! 3

To our students joining us for the summer, we look forward to helping you
become the best you can be!

Welcome, Ms Ressler! 3
Priddy Awards
Ceremony

Sincerely yours,
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The highest compliment our students and parents can give us is to recommend us to a friend.
Thank you for your referrals!
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Summer is Here! Are You Ready?
School is almost out and the summer program starts on June 26th! Summer sessions are being offered
Monday through Thursday from June 26th to August 3rd. If you have any questions about our programs, please
email Mr. Priddy at michael.priddy@priddylearning.com.

The Early Bird Gets Last Year’s Rate!
We are now accepting Early Bird Registration for Fall 2017. Register by August 1st and lock in last year’s rate
for Fall Semester! You can register now by emailing michael.priddy@priddylearning.com or keep an eye out
for the Early Bird Registration Packets which will be in your mailbox by early July.

Calling All Runners! Team Priddy Wants YOU!
The President’s Cup Race is coming up on Monday, June 19th! All are welcome to join Team Priddy. You can
find the registration link on the Priddy Learning Academy Facebook page or email info@priddylearning.com
and we’ll send the link directly to you.

When My Family and I went to Dubai by Femi Oshodi
Femi is in 3rd grade and wrote this short story about his family vacation in his PLA Writing Workshop.
My family and I finally got to Dubai. It took one day at first, but the plane had to go to Italy for 30
minutes. I wanted pizza from there, but, because it was only 30 minutes, I couldn’t get it. Then it took two
more days to get to Dubai. That’s 3 days! I was really picky and didn’t eat at all because I don’t like airplane
food. (No, I still drank apple juice and ate snacks on the plane.) Once we got our bags and left the airport, we
saw our hotel, The J.W. Marriot. It kind of looked like the Twin Towers before
they were destroyed.
The restaurants we went to were Mango Tree, La Farine, etc. We went to
the restaurants for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. The restaurants had tasty food.
The food tasted like American food. One day, when we went out for dinner, I
wanted pizza. So, fortunately, my parents made everybody go to a restaurant
that had pizza. That place had great pizza. We got to eat outside at the
restaurant! It was awesome.
We went to so many places. We went to Atlantis, Ski Dubai, and Wild
Wadi. At Atlantis, we went on so many rides. One of the rides was so fast that
even my dad was screaming. I didn’t scream though. At Ski Dubai, we went
skiing, but it wasn’t that normal. At Wild Wadi, all of the rides had giant drops
that you didn’t see coming. Wild Wadi and Atlantis were the most fun things. Ski Dubai was okay.
At the end, we left. After Wild Wadi, we went to our last restaurant and left. But something tragic
happened. During the New Year’s celebration in Dubai, the fireworks made maybe the largest tower in the
world fall. No, I wasn’t there. Dubai was awesome, amazing, and great. (Except for the tragic incident.)
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Congratulations, Ms. Susser! We Will Miss You!
As the school year comes to a close, we at Priddy
Learning Academy are saddened that we will soon be saying
goodbye to our wonderful writing teacher, Carly Susser.
There were a number of elements that went into creating
the environment that her students have enjoyed so much.
First, Ms. Susser wanted a setting where students felt safe
writing and sharing their work. She also aimed to give
students a chance to explore new concepts and themes. “In
Avinash Uppuluri, Yash Shah, Ms. Susser, and Ayanna Varma
schools, students may only be able to scratch at the surface of
certain texts, themes, or ideas, but at Priddy I love to get on the whiteboard to dissect and analyze bigger
ideas. I love breaking down abstract concepts so that they can understand and interpret it in their own
words.”
Thanks to her creative lesson plans and engaging energy, Ms. Susser saw great progress in her
students’ writing over the course of each semester. “At the start, some students struggled with writing enough
material. They quickly learned to have confidence in their writing and push themselves to write more.”
This fall, she will embark on a new adventure at the University of North Texas, where she will be a
Teaching Fellow working towards her PhD in Creative Writing. There, she will be teaching two of the
university’s freshman writing classes. She smiles boldly in the face of the challenge. “Teaching at Priddy has
definitely boosted my confidence in being able to teach to different age groups. The students at Priddy are so
mature. I think it’ll be a smooth transition.”
Amid planning her big move, one of her major concerns is making sure that her students keep moving
forward with their writing. She has been central to the search for Priddy’s next writing teacher and is
confident that she is passing the torch to the best person. “In my last month at Priddy, I have been extra
positive and encouraging with my students about their writing futures.”
She shares the advice that has helped her: “Keep writing. Never give up. The more you put yourself
out there as a writer or as an artist, or whatever your creative passion is, there will be rejections. You have to
learn to take those rejections with grace and keep going. Just keep writing.”
We wish Ms. Susser the very best as she takes this next step in her life, and we are so grateful for the
time she spent imparting her knowledge and experiences on her Priddy students. Congratulations, Carly!

Join Us in Welcoming Amanda Ressler to PLA’s Staff!
Ms. Ressler is thrilled to be joining Priddy Learning Academy this summer!
Ms. Ressler currently teaches at Ann Street School in Newark, where
students affectionately refer to her as the “Harry Potter teacher” due to her love
of the popular fantasy series. Through her enthusiasm and passion of Language
Arts and literature, Ms. Ressler is able to instill a love of reading and writing in
her students. She is excited to begin her Summer Writing Workshops at PLA to
help our students develop valuable writing and analytical skills, gain
confidence in their work, and engage in constructive peer discussions.
When she’s not in her classroom, you can find her spending time at the park
with her dog, Gypsy, going to concerts, riding her bike around her hometown
of Bloomfield, and creating original stencil artwork.
Welcome, Ms. Ressler!
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Celebrating a Year of Achievement at the Priddy Awards Ceremony
It was a full house on Saturday, June 3rd, at Priddy Learning Academy’s Annual Awards Ceremony held at St.
Stephen’s Church in Millburn. Over seventy attendees joined in celebrating the achievements of the students over the
2016-2017 school year. Smiles lit up the room as Mr. Michael Priddy and Dr. Fangjie Liu presented awards and
spoke about each student’s hard work and dedicated efforts.
Graduating seniors Jason Singh and Sandeep Biswas of Short Hills, and Callista Huang of Livingston
imparted words of wisdom on the younger students about how to take advantage of Priddy Learning Academy’s great
resources to better themselves and achieve their dreams. The ceremony concluded with an address from Priddy’s
team of teachers, thanking parents for putting their trust in them to prepare their children for the future, and
reminding students to strive for excellence every day.
A big thanks to everyone who made it a special day and all who sent their well wishes!

John and Ryan Dunn with their teacher, Ms. Devon Francis. Dillon McWeeney with Fangjie & Mr. Priddy. Justin Singh. Alisha Mahajan with Fangjie & Mr. Priddy.

Fangjie, Abhy and Suzy Singh, and Mr. Priddy. Gabe and Amaly Homer with Fangjie. Mr. Priddy presenting award to Ryan Farashuddin. Yash and Ria Shah.
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